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3-D Galle —€— 
towards Triceratops. 


- With their razor-sharp 
TYRANNOSAURUS REX teeth hing like 
knives, the two fearsome 
2x f predators tear chunks of 
flesh from the plant- 
eater's body. Triceratops 
quickly becomes weak 
from loss of blood and is 
unable to defend itself, 
despite its heavy armour 
and massive horns. 
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GLOSSARY 


Aestivate (‘ee-sti-vate’) To stay 
hidden away and inactive during 
long periods of drought. 
Amphibians Any animal with a 
backbone that lives both on land 
and in water, such as a frog. They 
usually lay their soft, jelly-covered 
eggs in water. 

Archosaurs An important group 
of reptiles that includes dinosaurs, 
pterosaurs and crocodiles. 
Arthropods Animals with 
jointed legs, such as spiders, 
lobsters, crabs and insects. 


Browsers Animals 
that eat leaves, but 
not grass, usually 
from the tops of 
trees and bushes. 
Bipeds Animals 
that usually walk 
on two legs. 


Carnivores Meat-eaters. 
Carnosaurs Large meat- 
eating dinosaurs, such as 
Tyrannosaurus rex. 
Ceratopids A group of 
plant-eating, horned 
dinosaurs, such as 
Triceratops. 

Cheek teeth Teeth along 
the sides of the jaw, next 
to the cheeks. 
Classification A way of 
sorting animals and 
plants into an order to 
show how they are 

related to each other. 
Continental drift The 
movement of continents 
or land masses. 
Coprolites Fossilized 
animal droppings. 
Cycads Palm-like plants with 
Short, thick trunks. 


Diapsids A reptile group that 
includes dinosaurs, crocodiles, 
snakes and lizards. They all have 
two ‘windows’ in the skull behind 
the eye socket. 


Diurnal To be active during the 
day and sleep at night. Horses and 
humans are diurnal. 


Ectotherm An animal that cannot 
control the temperature of its body. 
Known unscientifically as ‘cold- 
blooded'. Lizards and fish are 
ectothermic. 
Endotherm An animal that can 
control its body temperature. 
Known unscientifically as 
*warm-blooded'. Humans are 
endothermic. 

Epoch A long period of 
time. It may last more than 
a million years. 


Troodon 


















Era A very long period of time. It 
may last hundreds of millions 
of years. 
Evolution The way in which 
animals and plants change and 
adapt slowly over long periods of 
time. They evolve to suit their 
surroundings so they can survive 
more easily. 
Excavate To dig buried objects 
out of the ground. 
Extinction The death 

of a species (all one 

kind) of animal 

or plant. 


Family A group 
of species that are 
closely related to 
one another. 
Fossil The remains 
(usually bones) of a 
plant or animal that 
have been preserved by 
chemical changes, often 
after being buried. 
Fossil record Known as 
FR for short. The history of 
the Earth's living things 
shown to us by fossils. 


Gastroliths Stones in an 
animal's stomach that help it 
to digest its food. 

Geologists Scientists who 
study rocks and discover the 
history of the Earth from them 
Grazers Animals that 

feed on grass. 


Habitat The 
surroundings and climate 
in which an animal lives 
Hadrosaurs Duckbilled 
dinosaurs, such as 
Corythosaurus. 
Herbivores Plant-eaters. 
Hibernate To hide away and sleep 
through the winter. 


Ice Ages Thousands of years when 


much of the Earth was covered in 
ice for long periods of the time. 
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Albertosaurus 


Invertebrates Animals without 
backbones, such as slugs. 
Insectivores Insect-eaters. 


Limestone A fine-grained 
sedimentary rock. 

Lobe-fins A group of fish with 
sturdy, fleshy fins. Coelacanths 
are lobe-fins. 


Mammals ‘Warm-blooded’ animals 
with hair, which give birth to live 
young and feed them on milk. 
Mesozoic Era The Age of the 
Dinosaurs. It included the Triassic, 
Jurassic and Cretaceous Periods. 
Marsupials Animals, such as the 
kangaroo, that carry their new-born 
young in a pouch. 

Moliuses Animals with soft bodies 
under hard shells, such as snails. 


Nocturnal To be active at night 
and sleep during the day. Owls 
are nocturnal. 


Omnivores Animals that eat all 
kinds of food, including meat, 
plants and eggs. 

Order A large group of species 
that are distantly related to 

each other. 

Ornithischians Bird-hipped 
dinosaurs, such as Stegosaurus 
and Stygimoloch. 
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Ornithopod A two-legged 
plant-eater, such as Iguanodon. 


Palaeontologists Scientists who 
study fossils. 

Placentals Animals that can feed 
their unborn young through blood 
vessels while it develops inside the 
mother's body. Mice and humans 
are placentals. 

Predators Meat-eating animals 
that live by killing and feeding on 
other animals. 

Prehistoric Something that dates 
from before writing was invented 
and history could be written down. 


Quadrupeds Animals that 
usually walk on four legs. 


Reconstruction A model or 
drawing that shows what a 
dinosaur might have looked like. 
Putting together a skeleton 
from the fossil bones. 

Reptiles Scaly 
animals that 
lay eggs on 
land and 

are usually 
'cold- 
blooded', 
such as lizards, 
snakes and 
dinosaurs. 
Rodents Small 
mammals that gnaw 
tough plants for food 
and to make their ; 
homes and nests. Rats, [ 
beavers and squirrels I 
are rodents. 


Saurischians Lizard-hipped 
dinosaurs, such as Velociraptor. 
Sauropods Massive four-legged, 
plant-eating dinosaurs with long 
necks, such as Diplodocus. 
Scavengers Animals that feed on 
dead animals that they happen to 
find or steal from another animal. 
Dilophosaurus was a scavenger. 


Sedimentary rock Rocks that 
have been formed from sand or 
mud. This type of rock often 
contains fossils. 

Skeleton The framework of 
bones that holds a body up and 
enables it to move. 

Species A group of animals that 
all look similar and can mate with 
each other and have babies. 


Theropods Two-legged, meat- 
eating, lizard-hipped dinosaurs, 
such as Compsognathus. 
Tertiary Period The period that 
followed the Age of the Dinosaurs 
when mammals ruled. It lasted 
from 66 — 1.8 million years ago. 


Ungulates Hoofed plant-eaters, 
such as cattle, deer, horses and 
elephants. 


Vertebra An individual bone from 
the backbone of a vertebrate. 
Vertebrates Animals with 
backbones. 
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